Bible Reading of The Passion Week - Thursday
The Narrated Bible in Chronological Order (NIV)
By F. LaGard Smith

(READERS DO NOT READ SUB-TITLES OR SCRIPTURE ADDRESS)

April A. D. 30 - Thursday Morning — Praetorium

Reader 1

JESUS TAKEN TO PILATE. (Matt 27:2; Luke 23:1,2; John 18:28-32) And when they had bound
Him, they led Him away and delivered Him to Pontius Pilate the governor. Jn 28 Then they led
Jesus from Caiaphas to the Praetorium, and it was early morning. But they themselves did not
go into the Praetorium, lest they should be defiled, but that they might eat the Passover. 29
Pilate then went out to them and said, "What accusation do you bring against this Man? 30
They answered and said to him, "If He were not an evildoer, we would not have delivered Him
up to you." Lk 23 Then the whole multitude of them arose and led Him to Pilate. 2 And they
began to accuse Him, saying, "We found this fellow perverting the nation, and forbidding to pay
taxes to Caesar, saying that He Himself is Christ, a King." Jn 31 Then Pilate said to them, "You
take Him and judge Him according to your law." Therefore, the Jews said to him, "It is not
lawful for us to put anyone to death," 32 that the saying of Jesus might be fulfilled which He
spoke, signifying by what death He would die. NKJV

PILATE QUESTIONS JESUS. (John 18;33-38; Matt 27:11-14) 33 Then Pilate entered the
Praetorium again, called Jesus, and said to Him, "Are You the King of the Jews?" 34 Jesus
answered him, "Are you speaking for yourself about this, or did others tell you this concerning
Me?" 35 Pilate answered, "Am | a Jew? Your own nation and the chief priests have delivered
You to me. What have You done?" 36 Jesus answered, "My kingdom is not of this world. If My
kingdom were of this world, My servants would fight, so that | should not be delivered to the
Jews; but now My kingdom is not from here." 37 Pilate therefore said to Him, "Are You a king
then?" Jesus answered, "You say rightly that | am a king. For this cause | was born, and for this
cause | have come into the world, that | should bear witness to the truth. Everyone who is of
the truth hears My voice." 38 Pilate said to Him, "What is truth?" And when he had said this, he
went out again to the Jews, and said to them, "l find no fault in Him at all. Mt 12 And while He
was being accused by the chief priests and elders, He answered nothing. 13 Then Pilate said to
Him, "Do You not hear how many things they testify against You?" 14 But He answered him not
one word, so that the governor marveled greatly.

PILATE SENDS JESUS TO HEROD. (Luke 23:5-7) 5 But they were urgent, saying, "He stirs up the
people, teaching throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place." Jesus Before Herod 6
When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when he learned that
he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who was himself in Jerusalem at
that time.



Thursday morning — Palace of Herod

JESUS BEFORE HEROD ANTIPAS (Luke 23:8-12) 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for
he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to see
some sign done him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, but he made no answer. 10 The
chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And Herod with his soldiers
treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying him in splendid clothing, he sent
him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became friends with each other that very day, for
before this they had been at enmity with each other. ESV

PILATE’S WIFE SENDS WARNING. (Matt 27:19) 19 Besides, while he was sitting on the judgment
seat, his wife sent word to him, "Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for | have
suffered much because of him today in a dream.

Thursday morning - Praetorium

PILATE SEEKS TO RELEASE. (Luke 23:13-16) 13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and
the rulers and the people, 14 and said to them, "You brought me this man as one who was
misleading the people. And after examining him before you, behold, | did not find this man
guilty of any of your charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us.
Look, nothing deserving death has been done by him. 16 | will therefore punish and release
him."

JESUS OR BARABBAS. (Mark 15:6-10) 6 Now at the feast he was accustomed to releasing one
prisoner to them, whomever they requested. 7 And there was one named Barabbas, who was
chained with his fellow rebels; they had committed murder in the rebellion. 8 Then the
multitude, crying aloud, began to ask him to do just as he had always done for them. 9 But
Pilate answered them, saying, "Do you want me to release to you the King of the Jews?" 10 For
he knew that the chief priests had handed Him over because of envy. NKIV

CROWD DEMANDS BARABBAS. (Mark 15:11; John 18:40; Luke 23:18, 19; Matt 27:20,21) Mk 11
But the chief priests stirred up the crowd, so that he should rather release Barabbas to them. Jn
40 Then they all cried again, saying, "Not this Man, but Barabbas!" Now Barabbas was a robber.
Lk 18 And they all cried out at once, saying, "Away with this Man, and release to us Barabbas"
19 who had been thrown into prison for a certain rebellion made in the city, and for murder. Mt
21 The governor answered and said to them, "Which of the two do you want me to release to
you?" They said, "Barabbas!" NKJV

JESUS’ CRUCIFIXION DEMANDED. (Matt 27:22,23; Luke 23:20-23) 22 Pilate said to them, "What
then shall | do with Jesus who is called Christ?" They all said to him, "Let Him be crucified!" 23
Then the governor said, "Why, what evil has He done?" But they cried out all the more, saying,
"Let Him be crucified!" Lk 20 Pilate, therefore, wishing to release Jesus, again called out to
them. 21 But they shouted, saying, "Crucify Him, crucify Him!" 22 Then he said to them the
third time, "Why, what evil has He done? | have found no reason for death in Him. | will
therefore chastise Him and let Him go." 23 But they were insistent, demanding with loud voices
that He be crucified. And the voices of these men and of the chief priests prevailed.

CROWN OF THORNS. (Matt 27:27-30; John 19:1-3) Jn 19 So then Pilate took Jesus and scourged
Him.



Mt 27 Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus into the Praetorium and gathered the whole
garrison around Him. 28 And they stripped Him and put a scarlet robe on Him. 29 When they
had twisted a crown of thorns, they put it on His head, and a reed in His right hand. And they
bowed the knee before Him and mocked Him, saying, "Hail, King of the Jews!" 30 Then they
spat on Him, and took the reed and struck Him on the head. NKJV

Reader 2

PILATE PRESENTS JESUS (John 19:4-6) 4 Pilate then went out again, and said to them, "Behold, |
am bringing Him out to you, that you may know that | find no fault in Him." 5 Then Jesus came
out, wearing the crown of thorns and the purple robe. And Pilate said to them, "Behold the
Man!" 6 Therefore, when the chief priests and officers saw Him, they cried out, saying, "Crucify
Him, crucify Him!" Pilate said to them, "You take Him and crucify Him, for | find no fault in Him."
JESUS QUESTIONED AGAIN. (John 19:7-11) The Jews answered him, "We have a law, and
according to our law He ought to die, because He made Himself the Son of God." 8 Therefore,
when Pilate heard that saying, he was the more afraid, 9 and went again into the Praetorium,
and said to Jesus, "Where are You from?" But Jesus gave him no answer. 10 Then Pilate said to
Him, "Are You not speaking to me? Do You not know that | have power to crucify You, and
power to release You?" 11 Jesus answered, "You could have no power at all against Me unless it
had been given you from above. Therefore, the one who delivered Me to you has the greater
sin."

PLAY ON PILATE’S LOYALTY. (John 19:12-15) From then on Pilate sought to release Him, but the
Jews cried out, saying, "If you let this Man go, you are not Caesar's friend. Whoever makes
himself a king speaks against Caesar." 13 When Pilate therefore heard that saying, he brought
Jesus out and sat down in the judgment seat in a place that is called The Pavement, but in
Hebrew, Gabbatha. 14 Now it was the Preparation Day of the Passover, and about the sixth
hour. And he said to the Jews, "Behold your King!" 15 But they cried out, "Away with Him, away
with Him! Crucify Him! Pilate said to them, "Shall | crucify your King?" The chief priests
answered, "We have no king but Caesar!" NKJV

PILATE WASHES HANDS. (Matt 27:24,25) 24 So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing,
but rather that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd,
saying, "l am innocent of this man's blood; see to it yourselves." 25 And all the people
answered, "His blood be on us and on our children!" ESV

BARABBAS IS RELEASED. (Luke 23:24-25) 24 So Pilate decided that their demand should be
granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into prison for insurrection and murder,
for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over to their will. ESV

JESUS IS LED OUT. (Mark 15:20; John 19:17) 20 And when they had mocked Him, they took the
purple off Him, put His own clothes on Him, and led Him out to crucify Him. Jn 17 And He,
bearing His cross, went out NKJV

SIMON OF CYRENE. (Mark 15:21-22) 21 Then they compelled a certain man, Simon a Cyrenian,
the father of Alexander and Rufus, as he was coming out of the country and passing by, to bear
His cross. 22 And they brought Him to the place Golgotha, which is translated, Place of a Skull.



WOMEN WEEP FOR JESUS (Luke 23:27-31) 27 And a great multitude of the people followed
Him, and women who also mourned and lamented Him. 28 But Jesus, turning to them, said,
"Daughters of Jerusalem, do not weep for Me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.
29 For indeed the days are coming in which they will say, 'Blessed are the barren, wombs that
never bore, and breasts which never nursed!" 30 Then they will begin 'to say to the mountains,
"Fall on us!" and to the hills, "Cover us!"' 31 For if they do these things in the green wood, what
will be done in the dry?" NKJV

THE CRUCIFIXION OF JESUS

Thursday 9 a.m. - noon

JESUS IS CRUCIFIED. (Luke 23:32-34a; Mark 15:23,25,27,28) Lk 32 There were also two others,
criminals, led with Him to be put to death. 33 And when they had come to the place called
Calvary, there they crucified Him, and the criminals, one on the right hand and the other on the
left. 34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do." Mk 23 Then
they gave Him wine mingled with myrrh to drink, but He did not take it. 25 Now it was the third
hour, and they crucified Him. 28 So the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And He was
numbered with the transgressors."

INSCRIPTION ON CROSS. (John 19:19-22) 19 Now Pilate wrote a title and put it on the cross. And
the writing was: JESUS OF NAZARETH, THE KING OF THE JEWS. 20 Then many of the Jews read
this title, for the place where Jesus was crucified was near the city; and it was written in
Hebrew, Greek, and Latin. 21 Therefore the chief priests of the Jews said to Pilate, "Do not
write, 'The King of the Jews,' but, 'He said, "l am the King of the Jews." 22 Pilate answered,
"What | have written, | have written."

SOLDIER CAST LOTS. (John 19:23-24) 23 Then the soldiers, when they had crucified Jesus, took
His garments and made four parts, to each soldier a part, and also the tunic. Now the tunic was
without seam, woven from the top in one piece. 24 They said therefore among themselves, "Let
us not tear it, but cast lots for it, whose it shall be," that the Scripture might be fulfilled which
says: "They divided My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots." Therefore
the soldiers did these things.

CROWD MOCKS JESUS (Matt 27:39-44; Luke 23:35-37) 39 And those who passed by
blasphemed Him, wagging their heads 40 and saying, "You who destroy the temple and build it
in three days, save Yourself! If You are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” 41 Likewise
the chief priests also, mocking with the scribes and elders, said, 42 "He saved others; Himself
He cannot save. If He is the King of Israel, let Him now come down from the cross, and we will
believe Him. 43 He trusted in God; let Him deliver Him now if He will have Him; for He said, 'l
am the Son of God.” 44 Even the robbers who were crucified with Him reviled Him with the
same thing. Lk 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and
saying, "If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!" 38 There was also an inscription over
him, "This is the King of the Jews." ESV

THIEF ASKS REMEMBRANCE. (Luke 23:39-43) 39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed
at him, saying, "Are you not the Christ? Save yourself and us!" 40 But the other rebuked him,
saying, "Do you not fear God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And



we indeed justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done
nothing wrong." 42 And he said, "Jesus, remember me when you come into your kingdom." 43
And he said to him, "Truly, | say to you, today you will be with me in Paradise." ESV

JESUS PROVIDES FOR MARY (John 19:25-27) 25 Now there stood by the cross of Jesus His
mother, and His mother's sister, Mary the wife of Clopas, and Mary Magdalene. 26 When Jesus
therefore saw His mother, and the disciple whom He loved standing by, He said to His mother,
"Woman, behold your son!" 27 Then He said to the disciple, "Behold your mother!" And from
that hour that disciple took her to his own home. NKJV

Reader 3

Thursday — About 3 p. m.

JESUS CRIES OUT. (Matt 27:45-47) 45 Now from the sixth hour until the ninth hour there was
darkness over all the land. 46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice,
saying, "Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?" 47
Some of those who stood there, when they heard that, said, "This Man is calling for Elijah!
JESUS IS GIVEN DRINK. (John 19:28,29) After this, Jesus, knowing that all things were now
accomplished, that the Scripture might be fulfilled, said, "I thirst!" 29 Now a vessel full of sour
wine was sitting there; and they filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on hyssop, and put it to
His mouth. Mt 48 Immediately one of them ran and took a sponge, filled it with sour wine and
put it on a reed, and offered it to Him to drink. 49 The rest said, "Let Him alone; let us see if
Elijah will come to save Him." NKJV

JESUS DIES. (John 19:30; Luke 23:46)30 So when Jesus had received the sour wine, He said, "It is
finished!" Lk 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, "Father, into your hands | commit
my spirit!" Jn And bowing His head, He gave up His spirit.

MIRACULOUS EVENTS. (Matt 27:51-53) 51 Then, behold, the veil of the temple was torn in two
from top to bottom; and the earth quaked, and the rocks were split, 52 and the graves were
opened; and many bodies of the saints who had fallen asleep were raised; 53 and coming out of
the graves after His resurrection, they went into the holy city and appeared to many. NKJV
PEOPLE STRUCK WITH AWE. Matt 27:54-56; Mark 15:39-41; Luke 23:47-49) 54 So when the
centurion and those with him, who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and the things
that had happened, they feared greatly, saying, "Truly this was the Son of God!" Mk 40 There
were also women looking on from afar, among whom were Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother
of James the Less and of Joses, and Salome, 41 who also followed Him and ministered to Him
when He was in Galilee, and many other women who came up with Him to Jerusalem. Lk 47
Now when the centurion saw what was done, he glorified God, saying, certainly this was a
righteous man. 48 And all the people that came together to that sight, beholding the things
which were done, smote their breasts, and returned. 49 And all his acquaintance, and the
women that followed him from Galilee, stood afar off, beholding these things.

JESUS IS PIERCED. John 19:31-37) 31 Therefore, because it was the Preparation Day, that the
bodies should not remain on the cross on the Sabbath (for that Sabbath was a high day), the
Jews asked Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away. 32 Then
the soldiers came and broke the legs of the first and of the other who was crucified with Him.



33 But when they came to Jesus and saw that He was already dead, they did not break His legs.
34 But one of the soldiers pierced His side with a spear, and immediately blood and water came
out. 35 And he who has seen has testified, and his testimony is true; and he knows that he is
telling the truth, so that you may believe. 36 For these things were done that the Scripture
should be fulfilled, "Not one of His bones shall be broken." 37 And again another Scripture
says, "They shall look on Him whom they pierced." NKJV

THE Burial of Jesus

Garden near Golgotha

JOSEPH ASKS FOR BODY. (Mark 15:42-45) 42 Now when evening had come, because it was the
Preparation Day, that is, the day before the Sabbath, 43 Joseph of Arimathea, a prominent
council member, who was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, coming and taking courage,
went in to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 44 Pilate marveled that He was already dead;
and summoning the centurion, he asked him if He had been dead for some time. 45 So when he
found out from the centurion, he granted the body to Joseph

JESUS BURIED (John 38b-42; Matt 27:59,60) 38 Joseph Arimathea, being a disciple of Jesus, but
secretly, for fear of the Jews, took the body of Jesus. 39 And Nicodemus, who at first came to
Jesus by night, also came, bringing a mixture of myrrh and aloes, about a hundred pounds. 40
Then they took the body of Jesus and bound it in strips of linen with the spices, as the custom
of the Jews is to bury. 41 Now in the place where He was crucified there was a garden, and in
the garden a new tomb in which no one had yet been laid. 42 So there they laid Jesus, because
of the Jews' Preparation Day, for the tomb was nearby.

WOMEN PREPARE ANOINTMENT. Luke 23:55-56) 55 And the women also, which came with him
from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulchre, and how his body was laid. 56 And they
returned, and prepared spices and ointments; and rested the sabbath day according to the
commandment.

Thursday night, or early Friday

SOLDIERS GUARD TOMB. (Matt 27:62-66) 62 On the next day, which followed the Day of
Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees gathered together to Pilate, 63 saying, "Sir, we
remember, while He was still alive, how that deceiver said, 'After three days | will rise.' 64
Therefore command that the tomb be made secure until the third day, lest His disciples come
by night and steal Him away, and say to the people, 'He has risen from the dead.' So the last
deception will be worse than the first." 65 Pilate said to them, "You have a guard; go your way,
make it as secure as you know how." 66 So they went and made the tomb secure, sealing the
stone and setting the guard. NKJV



